Changing the World One, Teen at a Time!

Young and Inspired

TWP FORUM GIVES TEENS THE DRIVE TO SUCCEED

een help group TWP (Teens with

a Purpose) seeks to empower the

youths of Hampton Roads by mak-

ing them aware of the opportuni-
ties available to them and helping to end
violence and school dropouts.

On Nov. 14 TWP will conduct a forum
called Metamorphosis, open to middle and
high school students and parents/care giv-
ers. Through the session, TWP
hopes to inspire change in the
people who attend and help
them overcome circumstances
that may be preventing them
from achieving excellence.

The event will feature true
stories about real teens that
have recovered from unhealthy
experiences and are working
to change their lives for the
better.

NBC reporter Al Roker, on the TWP Board
of Directors, will also be in attendance
as the keynote speaker. Roker is heavily
involved in the betterment of the teens in
TWP.“He has connected with the youth in
Teens with a Purpose,” says Deirdre Love,
who runs TWP. “This is his second time

he has visited with them. Our teens are
really hard to forget and so easy to love.
Mr. Roker believes in us and what we are
doing. It is an honor to have him as our
keynote speaker”’

Ms. Love formed this group in the
Hampton Roads community in 2007, after
serving as a volunteer to youth for 15 years
and as a coordinator for an HIV AIDS Youth
ministry with The Basilica of
St. Mary. Her efforts to see the
excellence in teens has even
followed her home. Her son
Richard “Andre” Love has joined
her efforts to empower youth
and has been a part of TWP
since age 12. Richard is still an
active member of TWP as a
19-year-old student at Norfolk
State University.

The Metamorphosis forum will cover many
pressing issues such as gang violence and
dating abuse. There will be guest speakers,
local talent, and local television reporters.
The event will be held on Nov. 14 from 11 a.m
to 3 p.m at Granby High in Norfolk. For more
information on this event and the TWP Group
visit www.twpthemovement.org. [l

By Tracie Paiqe, Jr.

TWP TESTIMONIALS

We asked the teens of TWP to describe
the ways that the organization has
helped them and why they would
recommend it to peers.
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Paige Robinson, 19, Norfolk

State University
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Joseph Peterson, 16, Kempsville High
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